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HOMEWORK 
 

Homework is an important part of the educational process. Homework allows students to expand on 
classroom instruction, practice basic skills, and prepare for future lessons. Homework should be given a 
prominent place in school and home. The amount of time spent on homework varies from one student to 
another. Homework should: 

A. Contribute to a love of learning, therefore be productive, not busy work. 
B. Be an outgrowth of and preparation for class activities. 
C. Be used to build study habits and time management. 
D. Be a vehicle to develop or reinforce skills. 
E. Be a child's responsibility. 
F. Contribute to home-school communication, and child-parent communication. 

  
1. Teachers should explain homework clearly to students. This includes a description of the 

assignment, and the skills needed to complete the assignments. Teachers should ensure that 
homework is related to classroom lessons. Work done at home will be evaluated promptly by the 
teacher and returned to the student. 
 

2. Students should carefully keep track of all homework assignments. They should plan appropriate 
time to complete homework and complete assignments on a timely basis. In addition to regular 
assignments, students may need to set aside additional time for the completion of long-range 
assignments such as writing assignments, research papers, portfolios, projects, college essays, etc. 
(Policy JED provides information regarding extended student absence.) 
 

3. Families should maintain a positive environment for homework. This includes appropriate time, 
space, and materials. From time to time, a student may need assistance with homework. Families 
should encourage students to complete homework independently, but should provide assistance if 
necessary. Assistance should be provided consistent with classroom procedures. 
 

4. In kindergarten, homework is assigned as conditions warrant. Beginning in 1st grade, homework is 
assigned on a routine basis. Some assignments are given nightly; others are of a long-term nature. 
Assignments, especially at the primary level, may be of an informal nature, not necessarily paper-
and-pencil exercises. 
 

5. At the elementary level, independent study of basic math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division), and independent reading, will complement specific assignments, resulting in the 
following estimated time allotments for homework. 
 

6. Beginning in grade 6 students are working in a block schedule. Under this schedule, every class does 
not meet every day. The total amount of homework a student is likely to have is indicated in the 
guidelines below; however, students will have to be more alert to time management than in the past 
as they will have to prepare for different classes every day. 
 

7. The following is the recommended frequency and duration of homework assignments. Homework 
refers to work done at home, not in school. 
Grade 1  15 minutes per day (4 nights per week) 
Grade 2  20 minutes per day (4 nights per week) 
Grade 3  30 minutes per day (4 nights per week) 
Grades 4  45 minutes per day (4 nights per week) 
Grade 5  60 minutes per day (4 nights per week) 
Grade 6  60-90 minutes per day (4-5 nights per week) 
Grades 7-8  up to 2 hours per day (4-5 nights per week) 
Grades 9-12 2-3 hours per day  (4-5 nights per week) 


